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FORMER  ERLC  STAFFER 
TO  HEAD  FAITH  OFFICE 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Shan¬ 
non  Royce.  former  director 
of  government  relations  and 
legislative  counsel  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville,  has  been 
appointed  as  the  Trump  ad¬ 
ministration's  director  of  the 
Center  for  Faith-Based  and 
Community  Partnerships 
Royce  also  served-os  chief  of 
staff  and  chief  operating  of¬ 
ficer  at  the  Family  Research 
Council  m  Washington.  D  C.. 
as  counsel  to  U  S.  Sen 
Chuck  Grasstey  (R-ia).  and 
as  executive  director  of  the 
Cornwall  AHiance  for  ttu 
Stewardship  of  Creatie  ,  m 
Burke.  Va 
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TEXAS  LAW  SHIELDS 
PASTORS' SERMONS 

AUSTIN  (BP)  -  Texes  Gover¬ 
nor  Greg  Abbott,  a  Hepub- 
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Trump's  Israel  trip  draws  praise 


J 

P  lit  M  f  ~  » 


TEMPLE  VISIT  -  US  Preside™  Donald  Trump  s  v» 
being  .naugurated  in  January,  included  a  sup  at  tho  V 
ingof  the  Jewish  Temple  depicied  <n  Scripture  in  the  1 

Embassy  move  to 
Jerusalem  viewed 
as  real  possibility 

JERUSALEM  (BP  end  local  reports)  -  VS. 
President  Trump’s  visit  to  Israel  last  week  drew 

praise  from  some  Southern  Baptists  and  led  some 

of  them  to  renew  calls  for  moving  the  U.S.  em¬ 
bassy  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem. 


1  to  laraaiJAey  22-23.  tvs  first  vSer  national  trip  since 

leatemVWSfin  Jsmsalam  the  only  portion  sHi  wand- 
tne  of  Jeeus  (BP  screen  captiae  from  VbuTUbe) 

“For  several  years  the  Jewish  people  In 
America  and  Messianic  Jewish  communities 
have  been  pleading  with  our  government  to 
bring  back  the  relationship  that  we  once  nad 
with  Israel  and  the  Jewish  people,*  said  Ric 
Worshill,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Messianic  Fellowship. 

'Israel  has  never  stopped  supporting  the  U.S. 
Now  that  President  Trump  is  fulfilling  his  prom¬ 
ises  to  rebuild  our  relationship  and  support  of 
Israel  as  our  main  ally  in  the  Middle  East,  we 
are  seeing  a  powerful  revival  of  encouragement 
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Egypt  bombing  seen  as  ‘call  to  action" 


MWYA.  Egypt  (BP  and  local  reports)  A  May  ^ 
terrorist  attack  against  Coptic  Oinsbans  m  Egypt 
that  left  at  least  28  people  dead  has  been  character 
iad  as  a  cab  to  action  for  believers  in  America. 

*We  cannot  ignore  such  sacrifice  and  such 
pain,"  said  Mike  Edens,  a  New  Orleans  Seminary 
professor  who  served  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
international  Mission  Board  (IMB)  and  hved  in 
Egypt  for  17  yearn.  "The  Spirit  of  God  is  moving  the 
church  into  these  painful  situations*  to  prey,  com¬ 
fort,  Mid  share  the  Gospel  with  Muslims,  he  said. 

Ten  gunmen  opened  fire  on  two  buses  carrying 
Christian  worshippers  to  a  monastery  in  south¬ 
ern  Egypt  and  a  pickup  truck  carrying  workmen, 
according  to  media  reports,  in  addition  to  the 
more  than  two  dozen  dead,  at  least  22  others 
were  injucpd 

The  attack  left  children  and  senior  adults 
among  the  dead.  The  New  York  Times  reported, 
with  some  shot  at  point-blank  range  after  terror¬ 
ists  hoarded  the  buses.  Only  three  children  s.Y- 
vived  the  attack,  according  to  Fox  News. 
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Evolution 
takes  a  hit 
from  latest 
discoveries 

NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  A  cache  of  newly  dis¬ 
covered  fossils  from  an  ancient 
human  species  underscores 
the  inadequacy  of  materialis¬ 
tic  evolution  to  explain  human 
origins,  says  a  biologist  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  intelligent  design 
movement. 

In  addition,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  paleontologist  claims  tne 
fonsife,  discovered  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  fit  well  with  biblical  chro¬ 
nology,  representing  a  human 
species  alive  shortly  after  God 
Aspersed  men  and  women 
from  the  Tower  of  Babel  in  Gen¬ 
esis  11:1-0. 

Remains  of  a  species  dubbed 
Homo  naledi  were  first  discov¬ 
ered  in  2013-14.  An  article  pub¬ 
lished  this  month  in  the  journal 
elite  revested  sctenttetn  nm* 
have  unearthed  remains  of  at 
least  18  Homo  naledi.  a  specks 
said  to  stand  about  five  feet  tall, 
weigh  too  pounds,  and  possess 
small  brains  and  emved  fingers 
as  well  as  many  features  that  re¬ 
semble  modem  humans. 

Lee  Berger,  the  article  s  lead 
author,  told  The  Guardian  the 
fossilized  remains  seem  to  have 
been  deliberately  buried  after 
death  and  date  to  approximate¬ 
ly  300,000  yean  ago.  Because 
tne  remains  were  located  in 

see  EVOLUTION  on  p  8 
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To  young  women  in  ministry 


God  in  His  graciousness  brought 
many  wise  women  into  my  life 
when  I  started  my  first  ministry 
position  a  few  years  ago.  They  cheered 
me  on  not  bees  use  I  was  anyone 
special,  but  because  they  had  run 
a  little  farther  ip  the  race  and  were 
familiar  with  the  joys,  the  stumbling 
blocks,  and  the  perseverance  needed 
for  a  young  woman  in  her  first  years 
of  ministry. 

By  no  means  have  I  “arrived"  in 
ministry  or  leadership,  but  I  have 
learned  a  few  lessons  along  the  way 
and  maybe  somewhere  out  there  is 
a  young  woman  in  her  first  years  of 
ministry  who  needs  someone  to  stand 
11  mnd  their  feet  on  the 
the  goal, 

the  stakes,  and  the  prize  that  awaits 
her  at  the  finish  line.  Here  are  a  few 
“cheers’  from  one  young  woman  in 
ministry  to  another: 

■  Buy  a  bookshelf  (and  fill  it). 
As  I  read  books  on  leadership,  ministry 
to  women  and  discipleship,  God  con¬ 
tinued  to  prune  my  spirit  and  I  learned 
a  valuable  lesson:  Always  keep  a  teach¬ 
able  heart  and  a  humble  spirit.  Keep 
reading,  learning  and  growing. 

■  Find  your  prayer  warriors 
(and  be  honest).  As  I  write  this,  I 
know  1  have  three  gray-haired  women 
of  valor  who  are  lining  me  and  my 
ministry  to  God's  throne  and  it  has 
been  through  these  thfee  saints  that 
God  has  taught  me  about  the  strength 
of  a  mustard  seed,  the  peace  that 
comes  from  resting  in  God,  and  how  to 
develop  a  prayer  life. 

■  Keep  the  Sabbath  (and  pre¬ 
pare  for  It  ).  Practice  this  spiritual 
discipline  until-  if  is  like  a  well-oiled 
machine  in  your  life.  It  is  a  gift  from 
God  to  you  and  your  ministry  that 
teaches  obedience,  protects  you  from 
burnout,  and  equips  you  in  part  for 
every  good  wore 

■  Invest  In  a  few  good  women 
f*"d1m«ke  it  a  lifestyle).  As  you 

lead,  look  around  yon  for  a  few  good 
women  who  are  faithful,  available  and 
teachable.  Meet  with  them  regularly 
.by?  Uf?  ^  dbdpiethem 
and  teach  them  how  to  be  disciple- 
makers  themselves. 


Guest  opinion 

with  Melissa  Mereditf 


I’ve  adopted  this  lifestyle  and  I  will 
say  that  aside  from  my  personal  time 
with  the  Lord  each  day,  nothing  gets 
my  feet  moving  and  my  heart  pump 
!-;j  like  seeing  a  sister  I've  walked 
with  turn  around  and  invest  in  others. 
Invest  in  a  few,  and  make  disciples  one 
woman  at  a  time. 

Perhaps,  too,  these  words  from  He¬ 
brews  in  the  Message  translation  may 
kindle  a  flame  in  your  heart  to  keep 
running  the  race  set  before  yon.  “I)u 
you  see  what  this  means  -  ah  these 
pioneers  who  blazed  the  wa' ,  all  these 
veterans  cheering  us  on?  It  means  we  d 
better  get  on  with  it.  Strip  do-  n,  start 
running  —  and  never  quit!  No  extra 
spiritual  fat,  no  parasitic  sins.  Keep 
your  eyes  on  Jesus,  Who  both  began 
and  finished  this  race  we  re  in.  Study 
how  He  did  it  because  He  never  lost 
sight  of  where  He  was  heacJgjL  i  hat 
exhilarating  finish  in  and  with  God 
He  could  put  up  with  anything  along  the 
way:  Cross,  shame,  whatever.  And  now 
He’s  there,  in  the  place  of  honor,  right 
alongside  God  When  you  find  your¬ 
selves  flagging  in  your  faith,  go  over 
that  story  again,  item  by  item,  that  long 
litany  of  hosti  hty  He  plowed  through. 
That  will  shoot  adrenaline  into  your 
souls!"  (Hebrews  12:1-3,  MSG) 

Know  there  is  a  fellow  eo-laborer 
cheering  you  on! 

Meredith  is  director  of  Southwestern 
Seminary's  Homer  Homemakiny  House 
and  a  2013  graduate  of  the  seminary 
with  a  master  of  divinity  with  a  concni 
tration  in  women’s  studies,  ibis  column 
is  adapted  from  the  seminary's  Biblical 
Woman  website,  biblicx.ilwoman.com 
and  appears  here  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press.  Edited  jar  length  und  style 
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Second  Send  Conference  in  Texas  draws  thousands 


DALLAS  (BP  and  local  ra- 
porta)  —  Among  a  sea  of  at¬ 
tendees  and  volunteers  in  the 
Dr.  Pepper  Arena,  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  and  the  Inter  na¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (II  IB) 
Send  Conference  challenged 
attendees  to  examine  and  re¬ 
define  their  lives  on  missii  >n. 

Three  Send  Conferetices 
were  scheduled  for  2017.  The 
first  was  held  in  Februart  in 
Long  Brach,  Ca.  The  second 
was  w  Dallas  in  May.  Tb:  fi¬ 
nal  conference  will  be  held 
July  25-26  in  Orlando,  FI. 

More  than  4,000  peiple 
registered  for  the  sold- out 
conference  May  19-20,  leld 
less  than  30  miles  nortj  of 
Dallas  in  Frisco,  which  drew 
people  from  all  states  and 
three  continents. 

“Be  careful  not  to  manufac¬ 
ture  a  heart  for  missions  out¬ 
side  a  heart  for  Christ,"  IMB 
president  David  Platt  said 
to  the  crowd  during  open¬ 
ing  session.  “There  is  no  one 
without  the  other,  and  if  you 
think  there  is,  you've  got  to 
redefine  your  thinking.  There 
are  times  in  your  life  that  are 
redefining,  and  that's  what 
we're  praying  the  next  couple 
of  days  will  be.’ 

NAMB  and  IMB  sponsored 
the  event.  The  theme.  Rede¬ 
fine,  brought  church  revital- 
izer  John  Herring  of  First 
Church  in  Prosper,  Texas, 
back  to  Send  even  though  he 
had  attended  the  first  one  in 
Long  Beach,  Ca.,  earlier  this 
year  in  February. 

This  time,  Herring  brought 
20  church  members  to  Dallas 
for  two  days  of  biblical  teach¬ 
ing  and  next  steps. 

rhe  conference  was  en¬ 
couraging  and  refreshing  for 
us  personally,  and  it  was  in¬ 
credibly  helpful  for  us  in  our 
work  at  First  Prosper,’  Her¬ 
ring  said.  “We  talk  a  lot  about 
Jesus'  mission  at  our  church, 
that  we  are  called  to  be  sent. 
Send  helped  us  refocus  on 
that  mission  and  put  feet 
to  it.’ 

Send  in  Dallas  included 
worship  led  by  Austin  Stone 
Worship,  Thomas  Keys  III, 
and  Crowder. 

The  meeting  also  had  main 
sessions  and  breakouts  with  30 
diverse  topics  and  speakers; 

’The  breakout  sessions 
were  especially  helpful,"  Her¬ 
ring  noted.  “At  the  conclusion 
of  Send,  my  notebook  was 
filled  with  pages  of  ideas  and 
resources.  What  a  blessing  to 
have  some  'blue  sky'  moments 
under  the  wisdom  of  these  ex¬ 
perienced  leaders." 

Church  planter  Aaron 
Clayton  of  Remedy  Church 
in  Waxahachie,  Texas,  wai 
'  also  taking  notes  with  hopes 
to  bring  back  ‘some  nuts 
and  bolts  for  how  we  can  ef: 
fectively  equip  and  send 
church  planters.* 


ing  engaged  in  the  community 
and  coming  to  this  Send  con¬ 
ference,  I  feel  more  refreshed 
than  ever.  It's  awesome  to  see 
how  people  here  are  so  will¬ 
ing  to  support  one  another 
in  living  on  mission  for  God's 
glory.  Everything,  we  do  is 
for  Him.’ 

A  similar  spirit  and  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  ‘missions  gripped 
many  hearts  at  the  event. 
Georgia  College  and  State 
University  student  (GCSU) 
Carson  Gregors  and  her 
peers  drove  14  hours  from 
Milledgeville  to  attend  Send 
in  Dallas. 

Gregors  and  12  others 
started  Full  Accord  Ministry 
(FAM)  to  serve  their  fellow 
students  on  campus  with  au¬ 
thentic  family  relationships. 
They  attended  the  Seod  Con¬ 
ference  to  take  leadership  lips 
and  engagement  tactics  home 
to  students  at  GCSU. 

“I  was  especially  looking 
forward  to  what  Kathy  Litton 
had  to  say  about  women  in 
mission,'  she  said.  “She  has 
incredible  insight  and  hear¬ 
ing  her  breakout  talk  was  in¬ 
spiring.  It  was  so  great  to  hear 
such  strong  truth  spoken  over 
discipleship.  It  revolutionized 
how  I'm  going  to  approach  my 
small  group  when  I  get  back 
to  school  in  the  fall.' 

“It's  so  encouraging  to 
see  thousands  of  people  at 
an  event  focused  on  helping 
believers  take  Jesus  to  the 
people  around  them  as  an  ev¬ 
eryday  lifestyle,*  said  Kevin 
Ezell,  NAM B  «  president. 

“I  am  thrilled  as  well  to 
see,  such  a  young,  diverse 
group.  So  many  pastors 
worked  hard  to  bring  their 
people..  The  conference  is  for 
them,  so  it  is  great  to  see  so 
many  participate.’ 

Every  video,  social  media 
post,  breakout  session,  and 
main  session  was  designed  to 
share  messages  that  moved 
people  toward  their  next  mis- 
sional  opportunity. 

“it's  exhilarating  to  see  lo¬ 
cal  churches  taking  mission 
seriously,"  Platt  said,  “and 
that's  what  this  conference 
is  all  about:  Men  and  women 
from  churches  in  all  50  states 
and  Canada  —  and  a  few  other 
countries,  as  well  —  consider¬ 
ing  how  God  has  sent  them 
right  where  they  live  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  and  con 
templaling  where  God  might 
lead  them  around  the  world 
to  people  who've  never  heard 
of  the  Gospel. 

“It's  an  awesome  sight," 
he  said,  “to  see  thousands  of 
people  at  a  conference  repre 
senting  thousands  of  church 
es  in  tne  SBC  and  beyond  who 
together  are  saying  that  wo 
want  to  spend  our  fives  mat 
ing  disciples  from  our  neigh 
bors  to  tne  nations."  ■ 

For  more  information,  visit 
sendconference.com. 


A  HIGH  PRAISE  -  Austin 
Stone  Worship  led  music  tor  the 
mam  sessions  at  the  Send  Con¬ 
ference  in  Dallas  May  19-20  The 
conference,  presented  By  the 
Southern  Baptist  North  American 
Mission  Board  in  Alpharetta.  Ga  . 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  in  Rich¬ 
mond.  Va~  included  five  worship 


three  different  breakout  times 
featuring  30  guest  speakers,  and 
one  message:  to  redefine  life  on 
mission.  (BP  photo) 

4  BRINGING  GREETINGS 

—  Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  president  David 
Platt  (right)  and  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  president 
Kevin  Ezell  led  their  .agencies  in 
hosting  the  Send  Conference 
2017  in  Dallas.  The  focus  of  the 
event  was  on  redefining  life  on 
mission  and  providing  attendees 
with  their  next  steps  to  putting 
their  faith  into  action  (BP  photo) 


the  Gospel:  Leveraging  the 
Power  of  Ordinary-,  and  Giv¬ 
ing  Purpose  to  Our  Jobs,  the 
conference  reinforced  how 
every  believer  at  any  time  can 
be  on  mission. 

New  Orleans  youth  minis¬ 
ter  and  bivocationa!  church 
planter  Dallas  Guidry,  of 
Lakeshore  Church  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  called  the  conference 
“unlike  any  other." 

“There  are  so  many  lost 
where  our  church  plant  is," 
Guidry  said,  “but  it's  all  about 
relationships  Right  now.  I'm 
in  seminary  and  coaching  a 
Poverty  Through  Local  baseball  team.  I'm  develop¬ 
ing  trust  and  relationships 
with  those  around  me  by  be 


Be  careful  not  to  manufacture  a  heart  for  missions 
outside  a  heart  for  Christ  There  is  no  one  without 
the  other,  and  if  you  think  there  is,  you've  got  to 
redefine  your  thinking  * 

David  Platt 
IMB  praaident 


“I  am  also  looking  forward  themselves  and  in  their  abil- 
to  bringing  back  some  fresh  ity  to  rally  together  in  eom- 
enthusiasm  and  energy,’  munity  to  live  out  the  mission 
Clayton  said.  *1  am  hoping  of  God.’ 
our  people  catch  more  of  the  With  breakouts  sessions, 
vision  for  why  and  how  they  with  names  such  as,  Address- 
can  live  on  mission  in  all  of  ing  Poverty  Through  Local 
life.  I  hope  they  feel  better  Schools;  Risk  in  Missions; 
equipped  and  more  confident  Leading  Women  to  Advance 
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next  year  or  the  next,  but 
faith  that  he  will  Improve 
win  pay  off. 
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want  to  brine  on  their  team  to  help  them 
to  improve,  ft  tea  suppoeediy  scientific 
venture  as  they  measure,  test,  check  ev¬ 
erything  about  a  player,  and  mint-  they  are 
picking  the  moat  valuable  one  at  the  time 
for  their  team.  St®,  ft’s  an  inexact  science. 
Some  of  the  people  who  look  to  have  10 
much  potential  wfll  fail,  and  others  who 
are  draftedseem  to  blossom  later  as  time 
goes  on. 

Moat  of  the  time  the  most  outstanding 
players  go  in  the  first  few  rounds  of  selec¬ 
tion.  In  the  later  rounds,  commentators 
and  even  the  team  gurus  refer  to  some  of 
the  plavm  that  are  taken  as  “projects.” 
What  they  mean  is  the  player  has  the 
skills,  but  many  of  his  skiJfa  need  to  be 


enough  to  harness  all  that  so  that 
would  become  valuable  to  the  team 


God’s  Projects  SSafSSE 

/v  whenever  t1 i  _  j- 


Diadpline  is  a  vital  piece  of  ahy  person  s 
life  in  achievmewhet  Glod haa  in  store  for 
them.  I  often  ten  groups  of  folks  that  the 
only  original  thought  mat  I  ever  had  was. 
“Gntedness  without  discipline  is  a  curse." 
Sadly,  I  have  watched  people  with  tremen¬ 
dous  gifts  —  great  musical  ability,  great 
speaking  ability,  a  wonderful  personality, 
or  great  mental  acumen  —  never  achieve 
what  they  could  anti  should  because  of 
their  lack  of  discipline.  They  could  not 
harness  their  giftklness  and  too  often 
lived  outside  the  bounds  even  of  right 
and  wrong.  Their  gjftedness  made  them 
think  they  could  do  whatever  they  wanted 


improved.  He’s  got  potential  but  will  have  and  ultimately  Sinio 
to  work  hard  to  get  there.  He  is  a  project  in  solid  rock  dedicated 


stay.  You  are  going  to  become  Peter,”  liter¬ 
ally  the  rock,  and  sure  enough  over  the 
years  Jesus'  touch  in  his  life  reshaped  him 
and  ultimately  Simon  Peter  became  the 
solid  rock  dedicated  to  serving  Jesus. 

In  truth  all  the  Jesus’  disciples  were 
projects.  There  Jesus  was,  selecting  men 
who  weren’t  educated  by  dassic  means, 
were  ignorant  and  unlearned  as  they 
would  be  referred  to,  but  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  preach  sermons  and  write 
hooka  ki  such  a  manoer  that  until  this  day 

fees*  spiritually  oo  what  they  gave  us. 
Far  beycnd  thoee  first  ciix-mlrs,  idank  of 
we  who  are  dbdpiea  now.  m  feet,  none  of 
us  started  out  at  our  best.  We  started  out 
blessed  but  we  had  a  long  way  to  go  and 
prohihlv  many  of  us  still  do,  to  be  where 
the  LocdresAy  wants  us  tp  be  and  what 
He  wants  us  to  achieve. 

What  will  it  take  to  know  and  to  grow 
to  excel  to  reach  out  potential,  for  the 
project  each  of  us  are  to  be  all  that  God 
wants  us  to  be?  It’s  probably  a  long  Hat  but 
let  me  just  give  you  three  quirk  thoughts 
of  how  a  project  can  become  an  effector 
servant  for  Jesus. 


The  first  thing  I  would  suggest 
is  determination.  If  you  don’t  want  to 
grow  in  the  Lord,  it’s  doubtful  you  wiD. 

B  you  want  to  know  the  fullness  of  what 
He  has  for  you,  you  must  be  determined 
to  give  yourself  to  Him,  walk  with  Him, 
trust  Hun,  and  live  in  relationship  where 
He  can  take  all  that  you  are  and  make  that 
even  better.  You  have  to  have  a  determi¬ 
nation.  I  often  recall  the  oidcfichf  that 
practice  makes  perfect  I  understand  what 
that  means,  but  I  understand  more  since 
someone  enlarged  on  the  idea  and  added, 
•ft’s  not  practice  that  makes  perfect  but 

it’s  perfect  practice  that  makes  perfect* 
There  is  a  real  truth  in  that  We  have  to 
keep  the  highest  standards  of  exreflencr 
and  commitment  infoflowing  Jesus.  We 
each  have  to  determine  fur  ourselves  that 
this  wfll  be  the  standard  if  we’re  going  to 
be  a  project  that  becomes  a  hleasmg  at  the 
hands  of  the  One  who  created  us. 

A  second  attribute  that  is  needed 
is  discipiine.  If  8  interesting  to  watch 
soroz  football  and  basketball  and  base- 
bail  players  who  have  so  much  tafent, 
great  vision,  wonderful  reflexes,  incred- 


began  to  erode  their  giftedness  to  the 


point  that  they  had  no  effectiveness  at  all. 

A  third  thought  about  helping 
us  to  grow  in  our  potential  as  a 
project  is  our  destination.  What  will 
you  look  like  if  you  become  one  of  the 
starters  on  Jesus'  team?  Where  will  it 
take  you?  Eventually,  you  will  not  just  be 
a  star.  You  win  become  more  and  more 
tike  Jesus.  His  plan  for  every  one  of  our 

lives  is  not  that  we  just  become  spiritual 
celebrities,  but  that  you  and  I  become  a 
project  that  is  turned  into  the  likeness  of 
Jesus  so  that  when  folks  see  us,  they'll  see 
what  Jesus  looks  like.  When  they  hear 
us  or  sense  our  spirit,  thw  wiD  catch  a 
drift  of  what  Jesus  looks  Uke,  thinks  like, 
talks  like,  how  He  treats  people.  You  and 
I  —  in  feet  everyone  I  know  —  is  a  project 
»  in  process.  Allow  this  (fey  to  be  a  day 
that  Jesus  touches  you  in  various  areas 
of  your  life  and  shapes  one  more  of  those 
pieces  to  be  just  like  Him.  God  help  you 
and  God  bless  you. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dine- 
tionsQmbcb.org. 


Bible  Drills 


Children  and  Students  from  PROVIDENCE  and  POP¬ 
LAR  CREEK  NATIONS  CHURCHES.  KILML 
CHAEL.  worked  together  to  participate  m  Bible  Dntfe 
this  year.  These  students  advanced  to  the  county  and  state 
finals  with  all  students  receiving  a  superior  or  en  rwceSem 


IMMANUEL  CHURCH.  GREENWOOD,  recognis¬ 
es  its  drillers  Shown,  front  are  Cartlin  Watson,  Owen 
Farmer  and  Timothy  Gardner;  back.  Davie  Gardner 
Carletgh  Rose  McCrimmon.  Maggie  Jennings,  and 
Hanna  Farmer. 


.TUSCOLA  CHURCH.  LEAKE  ASSOCIATION. 

recognized  Matthew  Birdsong.  Anna  Shea  Sturdivant, 
and  Ethan  Brrdeong  for  their  achievements  at  the  State 
Bible  Drill  m  April. 


EPHESUS  CHURCH,  FOREST,  recognizee  us  participants  in  church,  county, 
and  state  drills 


INQOMAR  CHURCH.  NEW  ALBANY,  recognizes  its 
and  youth  drills  Terry  Cutler  pastor 


drillers  in  the  children  s 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Christian 7  C  0  N  C  E  P  T  S 


The  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission  educates  and 
equips  our  churches  and 
ministries  on  social,  ethical, 
and  moral  issues.  We  help  turn 
orthodoxy  into  orthopraxy. 

We  want  a  Biblical  World  View.  I  understand  “context.*  Biblical  principles  of  morality 

Within  its  context,  a  passage  has  and  ethics  are  not  generational 
one  primary  explanation  and  or  cultural, 

multiple  applications.  I  under-  God  has  an  absolute  standard 
stand  that  there  are  different  of  right  and  wrong.  It  does  not 
covenants  in  the  Bible,  but  Bibli-  fluctuate  with  the  circumstances 

cal  principles  and  concepts  are  We  do  not  believe  in  situational 
timeless  -  they  are  eternal.  ethics.  Someone  may  say,  "WeD 

1  understand  the  importance  everything  is  relative."  NO  — ev 
of  historical  background  in  eiything  is  not  relative.  God  has 

studying  Scripture.  You  can  an  absolute  standard.  He  does 

never  understand  the ‘WORD'  not  change  — His  standard  does 
until  you  understand  their  not  change.  (Malachi  3:6  KJV) 

WORLD.’  But  there  is  ABSO-  Here  is  our  problem  —  too 

LUTE  TRUTH,  and  we  have  many  confuse  personal  prefer- 

that  absolute  truth  in  God’s  ence  and  opinions  with  Biblical 

Word.  Sonu!  things  are  gen-  principles  and  concepts.  They 
erational;  they  arc  cultural;  but  advocate  customs  and  tradi- 


ready  always  to  give  an  answer 
to  every  man  that  asketh  you 
a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
you  with  meekness  and  fear.”  (I 
Peter  3:15  KJV) 

“Preach  the  WORD."  (U 
Timothy  4:2  KJV)  But  make  sure 
it  is  the  word,  not  what  you  or  I 
think  or  prefer.  All  our  concepts 
should  be  Biblical  Concepts. 

We  would  be  delighted  to  do 
a  “Lamplighter  Conference’  on 
these  issues  in  your  church,  as¬ 
sociation,  etc.  We  can  custom¬ 
ize  your  conference  as  to  length 
and  issues.  We  are  available 
—  callus. 


Biblical  Concepts 


tions  that  change  with  the  years. 
If  we  would  stay  with  Biblical 
principles,  we  would  not  have  to 
adjust  with  the  times.  Meth¬ 
odologies  change.  The  message 
shouldn't.  The  presentation 
can  be  contemporary,  but  the 
principles  should  be  consistent 
with  the  revealed  word.  Bibli¬ 
cal  principles  should  be  good 
enough  for  any  generation. 

We  must  be  willing  to  learn 
and  utilize  ‘APOLOGETICS.’ 
This  is  not  an  adjective;  it  is 
a  noun.  Many  today  do  not 
believe  the  Bible  to  be  a  super¬ 
natural  book.  “But  sanctify  the 
Lord  God  in  your  hearts:  aind  be 


doctrine,  for  reproot  fear  correc¬ 
tion,  for  instruction  in  righteous¬ 
ness;  That  the  man  of  God  may 
be  perfect  thoroughfy  furnished 
unto  aD  good  works.  (Q  Timothy 
3:16-17  KJV)  I  love  the  gospel  and 
love  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  we 
are  “to  declare  unto  you  all  the 
counsel  of  God."  (Acts  20:27  KJV) 
We  have  “reddettered”  Christians 
today  who  only  adhere  to  the 
words  of  Christ  I  enjoy  reading 
the  “red”  words  m  my  quiet  time, 
but  I  am  to  preach  the  whole 
counsel  of  His  Word 


Digby  is  executive  director 
treasurer  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission,  He  can  be  reached 
at  (601)  2V2-3329/office.  (b 02) 
nH4-qi63/cell,  or  by  e-mail  ut 
kdighydiihristianaction.com. 


PrayerLink  ministry  revitalization 
focuses  on  mission,  logo  redesign 


ASHLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  IN  ASH-  DREW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING  A 
LAND,  MS,  IS  SEEKING  A  BbVOCATONAL  BL  VOCATIONAL  PASTOR—  Ptease  «rnal 
WORSHIP  LEADER  FOR  SUNDAY  SER-  iwume  to  drewtoaptetc^^ 

VICES  AND  WEEKLY  CHOW  PRACTICE,  or  U  S  rntf  to  Om*  Baptst  Church.  138  S 
EMAIL  CONTACT  INFORMATION  TO  Ash-  Church  St.  Ore*  MS  3S737 
;  M  WTERSTATE  BAPTST  CHURCH  * 

■662-224-6473  _  SHAW  MS  IS  LOOKING  FOR  A  WORSHIP 


ALPHARETTA.  Gsl  (BP)  -  Gaffing  on  the  South- 
em.  Baptist  PrayerLink  lender*  hip  team  to  “fan  into 
flame  a  passionate  pursuit  of  God  in  prayer,"  Quia 
Schofield  opened  the  group’s  winter  inerting  in  Jan 
liar.- as  PrayerLink’s  first  executive  director. 

■“The  lord  is  not  through  with  what  we  began’ 
years  ago,"  said  Schofield,  director  of  the  Office  of 
Prayer  tor  Evangelization  and  Spiritual  Awakening 
for  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
in  Cary. 

“This  ministry  cannot  be  about  us.  it  must  not 
look  to  the  past.but  adapt  to  changing  realities  and 
press  on  to  what  lies  ahead,"  Schofield  said,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  in  SBC  LIFE'S  pre-convention  20x7  is¬ 
sue  released  earlier  this  month. 

SBC  LIFE  is  the  journal  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee 
in  Nashville. 

■Rie  PrayerLink  leadership  team  settled  on 
four  verbs  during  its  two-day  meeting  to  convey 
its  mission,  and  voted  to  redesign  its  logo  to  re¬ 
flect  that  mission. 

The  new  logo  incorporates  the  group's  global 
prayer  focus;  its  passion  to  lift  up  Jesus'  high  priestly 
prayer  in  John  ’7:20-21;  and  its  desire  by  praying, 
connecting,  resour-ing,  and  serving  to  join  hands 
with  people  of  every  race  and  kindred. 

“We  serve  through  oraying,"  Schofield  said.  Then 
we  serve  the  greater  group  by  putting  together  the 
logistics  of  our  meetings"  so  others  have  a  model  to 
emulate  in  their  respective  settings  whether  church¬ 
wide  prayer  services,  small  group  gatherings,  or  as- 
sodatronal  meetings. 

PrayerLink  is  composed  of  prayer  coordinators 
from  Southern  Baptist  entities,  the  Woman's  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  state  Baptist  conventions,  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  ethnic  and  language  fellowships. 

Working  in  collaboration  with  associations,  state 
Baptist  conventions,  and  SBC  entities.  Prayer  I  .ink 
seeks  to  foster  a  Great  Commission  prayer  mindset 
among  Southern  Baptists  and  other  Christ-foDow- 
ers  and  promote  Great  Commission  prayer  minis- 


THE  CHURCH 


PRAYER 

LINK 


The  Southern  Baptist  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  in  Alpharetta.  Ga„  hosted  the  Praver- 
Link  leadership  team's  meeting. 

William  Brown,  NAMB's  supposing  church  co¬ 
ordinator,  and  Maggie  Green,  endorsed  missionary 
services  coordinator,  introduced  two  prayer  resourc¬ 
es  designed  to  undergird  church  planters: 

■  PrayerConnect.  "a  weekly  prayer  email  sent 
to  subscribers  with  prayer  requests  submitted  by 
NAMB  missionaries.  Brown  said. 

■  Pray  for  Planters,  an  initiative  to  enlist  at 
least  10,000  churches  to  pray  for  North  American 
church  planting  missionaries.  Pastors  and  indi 
viduals  can  register  at  PrayforPlanters.com  to  pray 
through  a  list  of  planters  in  a  specific  city,  state, 
province,  or  college  campus. 

“Every  believer  can  pray,  and  every  church  can 
help  plant  churches,"  the  website  states,  encourag¬ 
ing  crunches  to  “take  the  first  step"  by  “choosing  a 
location  and  committing  to  pray  for  church  plant¬ 
ers  there,'  and  asking  God  to  “save  lives  and  trans¬ 
form  communities  through  church  planters  across 
North  America." 

Church  leaders  can  complete  an  online  form  to 
indicate  their  desire  to  pray.  NAMB  will  send  a  list  of 
planters  to  prey  for  and  ixcasional  updates  of  what 
God  has  done  tnrotigh  their  prayers. 
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BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR.  hatd  thaw  Baby  Oadication  on  POPLAR  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  MENDEN- 

May  14.  Pictured  toft  to  right  Laura  Ryals.  Chris  Ryals  and  Cailyn  HALL,  recognized  rts  high  school  seniors 
Ryals.  Rob  Roberts.  Nikki  Robe'S*  and  Reese  Roberts;  Zane  Chat-  Shown  are  HaRte  Wadirngton.  pastor  Ted  Bowlin 
tin.  Stephanie  Chattin  and  Eli  Chattm.  Pastor  is  Gary  Rivers  and  Isaac  Bowlin. 


CARRIAGE  HILLS  CHURCH.  SOUTH 
AVEN,  celebrated  Senior  Adult  Sunday  May 
1  Shown  is  91-yer-old  Roma  L  Thom  reading 
scripture.  Matt  Brady,  pastor 


GAs  from  CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKS¬ 
BURG,  enjoyed  painting  pots  and  planting  flow¬ 
ers  for  their  mothers. 


EPHESUS  CHURCH.  FOREST,  held  Ucc; 
laureate  services  on  May  21.  Pictured  are  Chn: 
Harrison.  Wilson  Bell,  and  Tanya  Harnsor. 


The  nursery  choir,  kindergarten  choir,  and  the  children  »  choir  from  FIRST  CHURCH.  EUPORA,  performed  Easter  Sunday  mom  mg 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN.  held  as  annual  Easter 

egg  hunt.  Shmvnaia  some  el  fha  participants  Jay  Anderson,  pastor 


SCOTLAND  CHURCH.  CARROLL-MONT- 
GOMERY  ASSOCIATION,  ordained  John 
Jacks  into  the  ministry  May  21  Pictured  is 
Bobby  Oliver.  Jacks.  Bill  Carpenter,  and  Jerry 
Woods 


TOOMSUBA  CHURCH,  LAUDERDALE 

ASSOCIATION,  recognized  three  graduates 
May  21.  presenting  Bibles  and  gifts  Shown  are 
Cooper  Tanner.  Addison  Harrington,  pastor  Ste- 
vwn  Wade,  and  M  alcanna  De avert. 
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June  4;  services.  10:4^  a. in. 
followed  by  fellowship  an< 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


Staff  Changes 


College  and  Seminary  News 


►  Mt.  Carmel  Church.  Edin¬ 
burg:  Revival,  June  4-7;  Sun., 
11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  pjn David  Ford, 
speaker;  Evelyn  Dodd  and 
'  ‘ie  Pilgrim,  worship  lead- 
Randolph  Scott,  pastor. 


"S|  SCOTLAND 
CHURCH. 

►  CARROLL 
MONTGOM¬ 
ERY  ASSO- 
^  CIATION,  has 
I  called  John 
B  Jacks.  Boonev- 
n  iHe.  as  pastor, 
r!  Shown  are 
1  daughter  Han- 
y  nah.  Jacks,  his 
A  wife  Misty,  and 
H  son  Liam. 


Vacation  Bible 
School 

►  Victory  Church,  Bassfield:  June  5  -  9, 6  -  8  p. 
5  -  grade  6.  Contact  pastor  Nathan  Barber  if  a  ride  is 
(601)  517-2829. 
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SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  recently  inducted  21  students  into 
Ornicron  Delta  Kappa  national  leadership  honor  society  Students  induct¬ 
ed  were:  Benjamin  Brockway  of  Hattiesburg.  Brian  Cloys  of  Philadelphia 
Patience  Dearmon  of  Leakesville;  Taylor  Dowdy  of  Hattiesburg.  Alexan¬ 
der  Dupree  of  Brandon:  Hannah  Gravley  of  Picayune:  Kaitlyn  Hyde  of 
Moss  Point:  William  Kell,  of  Aberdeen.  Lindsay  Knight  of  Hattiesburg. 
Sari  Lada  of  RammaHah.  Israel:  Branden  Lindsay  of  Simpsonvtlle.  South 
Carolina:  Brooke  Rogers  of  Waynesboro:  Anna  Sanford  of  Picayune: 
Jamie  Sholar  of  Hattiesburg:  Matthew  Snell  of  Petal:  McKayla  Strebeck 
of  Seminary;  Abigail  Sullivan  of  Mendenhall;  Claresta  Tasman  of  Para¬ 
maribo.  Indonesia;  Kaitlyn  Thompson  of  Denham  Springs.  Louisiana; 

Kyle  Wilhelm  of  Robinson.  Texas:  B.  Lane  Williamson  of  Pontotoc 

In  other  College  News: 

►  Nineteen  mursing  students  from  Mississippi  College  will  travel 
'  to  five  different  South  American  villages  along  the  Amazon  to  offer 

medical  screenings  June  9  -  19.  It  is  the  25th  year  the  MC  School  of 
Nursing  has  sponsored  a  summer  mission  trip  overseas  as  part  of  the 
‘Spirituality  in  Nursing’  program. 

>■  The  following  graduates  from  Mississippi  received  degrees  during 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  commencement  ser¬ 
vice  May  13.  Master  of  Arts  in  Marriage  and  Family  Counseling:  Kayla 
Morgan,  Hattiesburg!:  Amber  Warren,  Glen  Allan.  Master  of  Divinity: 
Jonathan  Gueny,  Columbus;  Jeremy  Pippen,  laurel;  Robert  Parkin, 
Madison;  Master  of  Theological  Studies:  Jerry  East,  Ellisville. 

►  Mississippi  College  is  offering  freshmen  orientations  in  June  and 
July.  The  initial  June  1-2  sessions  will  get  students  prepared  to  transi¬ 
tion  from  high  school  life  to  life  on  canipus.  Events  begin  with  check-in 
at  the  Nelson  Hall  lobby  from  8:30  a.m.  until  9:30  a.m.  on  June  1.  The 
second  day  of  orientation  features  a  breakfast  for  the  student -athletes 
at  the  school  cafeteria  and  an  opportunity  to  break  bread  Aith  coaches. 
A  worship  service  16  set  for  Swor  Auditorium  at  8:30  a.m.  on  June  2. 
Activities  should  wrap  up  around  11  a.m.  that  Friday.  The  cost  is  $200 
for  freshmen,  and  $65  for  transfer  students. 


Cindy  Melton  was  named 
MISSISSIPPI  COL¬ 
LEGE'S  Distinguished 
Professor  of  the  Year  at  the 
university  s  spnng  com¬ 
mencement  in  early  May 
She  oversees  the  College  of 
Education,  t  post  she  has 
held  since  January  2017 
and  has  doubled  as  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Teacher 
Education  and  Leadership 


Baldwyn.  Mississippi  na¬ 
tive  Mary  Beth  Graves. 
Clinton,  was  named  the 
winner  of  the  Van  'Doc" 
Quick  n?stinguished  Staff 
Member  Award  for  2016- 
17  at  MISSISSIPPI 
COLLEGE'S  spring  com¬ 
mencement  m  early  May 
A  longtime  Clinton  resi¬ 
dent.  Quick  was  a  revered 
former  dean  of  students  at 
MC.  his  Baptrst-affrii&ted 
alma  mater  He  passed 
iiway  a  few  years  ago 


I Jtim/'l  i,  >01/ 

'>  00  jf.OO  |)  m 


Meadville  tooth  anniver¬ 
sary,  June  4;  church  his¬ 
tory,  to  a.m.;  worship,  n 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  and 
1:30  p.m.  celebration;  Trent 
Moak,  pastor. 

^  Liberty  Church,  Car- 
roll  County:  Homecoming. 


meal;  Ron  Burch,  speaker. 

P  First  Church,  Belzoni: 
Revival,  June  4  -  7,  7  p.m.; 
Matthew  Johnson,  speaker; 
Jack  Hollingsworth,  music; 
George  C.  Johnson,  pastor, 
p  Canaan  Church.  Ban- 
ton  County:  Homecoming. 
June  4;  aervice,  u  a.m.,  fol- 


OUCK  HILL  CHURCH.  DUCK.  HILL,  celebrated  177  years 
ol  service  during  their  homecoming  Apr  23.  Former  pastor  Paul 
Smith,  guest  speaker,  former  rtien)bers  guest  singers,  covered 
dish  luncheon,  approximately  250  in  attendance 

lowed  by  fellowship  meal  The  Classic  Masters;  Paul 
and  afternoon  singing  with  Adams,  pastor. 
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EVOLUTION 

com  from  p.  I 

*wtv, 

deep  pndetgrbunid '  Chambers, 
he  suspects  Homo  naledi  were 
gble  to  control  tire  and  utilise  it 
for  illumination. 

The  Mav  9  elife  article  noted 
“no  paleoanthropologjst  antici¬ 
pated that  a  species  like  H.  naledi 
existed  in  this  region  during’  its 
time  period. 

■lonathan  Wells,  a  biologist  at 
the  Seattle-baaed  lhscovery  Insti¬ 
tute.  told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  that 
evokrtianary  scientists'  surprise 
at  Homo  naledi  is  a  rignitirant  aa- 
pect  of  the  discovery.  The  Diacov- 


telligence  rather  than  chance. 

“Human  origins  are  as  mwteri- 
ous  now  as  they  have  ever  been,’ 
Wells,  author  of  Zombie  Science 
Icons  of  Evolution,  said  in  writ¬ 
ten  comments.  "Science  educa¬ 
tors  tell  materialistic  stories  about 
how  we  are  accidental  byproduct* 
of  ungulded  evolution,  and  the 
stories  are  illustrated  with  iconic 
drawings  of  apes  morphing  into 
humans  but  the  stork*  can*  first; 


what  can  be  inferred  from  the 
study  of  fossils  done,'  so  fossils 
are  placed  'into  preexisting  narra¬ 
tive  structures. 

The  alleged  story1  of  human 
evolution  seems  to  become  less 
clear  as  additional  fossils  are  d»- 
covered,  Wells  observed 

Kurt  Wise,  professor  of  natural 
history  at  Baptist-affiliated  Trnett 
McConnell  University  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Gsl,  and  a  Harvard-trained 
paleontologist,  told  BP  that  Homo 
noiedi  were  descendants  of  Adam 
and  Eve  who  lived  some  4,100 
years  inthe  past 

Wine,  who  befiews  the  uni¬ 
verse  was  created  by  God’s  di¬ 
rect  action  approximately  6,000 


yeais  a»<  dauoed  radumetnc 
date*  caict  listed  by  scientists  to 
be  100,000-800,000  radiometric 
years  are  found  on  fossils  actually 


’As  Yak  pjtoarthmpnlngjst 
M«ta  Landed  once  wrote,  Tories 
at  human  evolution  far  exceed 


dating  mote  recently. 

A  aue  to  the  dating  of  Homo 
naledi  fossils  is  their  (fiscovery  in 
the  types  of  caves  likely  formed 
during  or  immediately  after  No¬ 
ahs  flood,  Wise  said. 

He  reasons  Homo  nakdi  were 
Inmans  “because  humans  are  the 
onh  nrgnnkms  known  to  cache 
or  bury  the  bodies  of  their  dead. 
Shice  n  is  unhkrJy  that  humans 
would  go  to  aD  tins  trouble  to  bury 
non-humans,  Homo  oefadi  are 
taansns,  and  the  chambers  Of  the 
cave  with  Homo  nrledi  faarik  are 


almost  certainly  burial  chambers. 
Wise  said  in  written  comments. 

“Since  the  fossils  date  from 
after  the  Flood  and  are  found  In 
South  Africa  —  a  very  long  way 
from  wherever.Babel  was  located 
-  these  fossils  must  date  from  af¬ 
ter  the  dispersion  of  people  from 
Babel,"  Wee  calculated. 

The  fact  that  "their  skeletal 
structure  is  markedly  different 
from  modern  humans  suggests 
that  the  human  population  at 
the  time  of  Babel  and  soon  af¬ 
terward  was  much  more  diverse 
than  the  present  human  popula¬ 
tion*  he  said. 

Homo  naledi  are  “different 
enough’  from  modem  humans 
"to  warrant  a  different  species 
name,’ he  said. 

The  ehife  article  noted  in  a 
similar  vein,  “Subequatorial  Af¬ 
rica  appears  to  hawe  been  a  source 
of  biological  diversity  and  inno¬ 
vation*  among  species  related  to 
modem  humans. 

In  summarizing  the  findings, 
eUfe’s  editors  wrote,  "The  ex¬ 
istence  of  a  relatively  primitive 
species  like  if.  noted  living  this 
recently  in  southern  Africa  is  at 
odds  with  previous  thinking  about 
human  evuiutkXL* 

The  fbfl  elifc  aatfck  is  aveflahle 
online  and  tided  Homo  nakdi 
and  fVxstocene  huminin  evolu¬ 
tion  In  nfeequatraial  Africa. 


FN  AGY  BSLB  OTVL  BUO  SVATE,  SVY 
BSLB  OBJL  LBT  EUGVO’  FGJLBO,  LBSL 
LBTN  BSPT  VGL  BJKL  FT;  ZGKSOFJXB 
SO  WTZGKT  BUF  UWGXTVXN  QSO 
ZGJVY  UV  FT;  SVY  SEOG  WTZGKT  LBTT, 
G  DUVA,  BSPT  U  YGVT  VG  BJKL. 

YSVUTE  OUR:  LQTVLN-LQG 
Clue:  E  ■=  L  ■ 

Have  fun  tilth  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  pwafe.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle :  Genesis  6 :u 

» r  Charts  Mvrx.  I  *12-2004,  C  2005 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
*  1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

^  l.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

f  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
<1  believe  ih  |esus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
reived  him.  to  them  he  gate  the  rifthl  to  become  children  of 
Cod,  even  to  those  it  ho  belles e  in  his  name."  f/ohn  1:12) 
ision  for  Christ  today,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


Submission  Guidelines 

Th«  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 

photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  m  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
an«!/(jr  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
Of  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Prat  erred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form  Secondary  method  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed.  AH  articles  must  be  received  m  writing;  no  ar¬ 
ticles  wifl  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present 
•  irus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wdl  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachment  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what,  when 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  amaii.  as 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs 
mu*  be  deer,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
People  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  ob»ec1-onty  photographs  will 
b»  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
°r>  newsprint  are  generally  not  pobkshable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  AH  news  items  are  subiect  to 
editing,  and  aM  photographs  are  subiect  to  cropping  News 
items  and  -  or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  fc*  submitting  news  is  one  week  pnot  to  requested 
Publication  date  Articles  that  ^re  not  date- sensitive  will  be 
Published  on  a  apace-evailabte  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box  530.  Jackson, 
MS  39206-0530  FAX  (801)  292-3330  Email  taaptistrecord« 

mbcb.org. 


Brotherhood  Mutual 


Call  today  for  a  free  quote  601 .208.0920 

or  email  mlke@brookemlnl«tryln»urance  com 


Workers  Compensation 


LiaOfWty 
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Mr  fe  Mn  Jimmy  Jenku* 
Catherine  Bhmmt. 

Peyton  Hunter  Bounds 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dsvy  Keith 
Mr.ftMrs  HUmerBynum 

Bn  Nel  Briefer 
Mr.feMn.Aa  Me 

Mn  Mary  Lou  Bartow 
Mr.  Johsmy  Ray  Brookf 
Mr.  fe  Mn  Homan  L  Dong 


Ms.  Joyce  N.  Burnette 
Rev.  Genld  Buckley 
Ml  ft'Leebe  Ashford 


VS  OI  IIO.V,, 

xy1* 


MtmnuAiM 


Dr  fe  Mrs.  Indy  Efetsrhnr 
Mr.  Robot  W.  Watkins 
Mrs.  Bally  C*ydir 
Mr.  George  Weaiimty 
Dr.  fe  Mn.  Janm  H.  May 
Mm.  Psyr  S  White 
Mm.  Vlrjttnis  R.  Blackwell 
MnBroty  WBroms 
Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Terry  E.  Champaai 

Mr.  feMnKimtdal  Howell 
Mr.  Rverac  Wihon 
Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Jbm  R  Clark 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Ras  McCord 


Mr  arMn  Jo^ycm 


Mr.  ft  Mn  Hernhree  Brandon 
Mr.  Larry  Wlndteiti 
Mr.  fe  Mn  Oath  A.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Joal  E.  Woudruff 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Eddies.  Woodruff 


MsKaByAfeonsa 
Mr  .  ft  Mn  John  Adcock 
a|  mothers  of  McCwtBC 
MnOnIBC 


Mr.  fe  Mr*.  Thorny  Rntir 

inmoF  j  i  mju 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  An  Pilgriro 

Mr  ftMn AbrnC. Hurdle 
Lynn  Johnauo 
I*,  fe  Mn  Jrety  Nad 
MsSbtoMaady 
Mr.  fe  Mn  John  Adcock 
Min  Am  Sooa  Morn* 

Mn  Nancy  Y.  Regan 
Mn  Searcy  Finis 
Mr  .  fe  Mn  Tommy  Fiona 
Ms.  Vicki  Sinclair 
Mr.  ft  Mn  John  Adcock 


MAY  1-19 

MEMORIALS 

Mn  Sbirlev  Atord 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Antfaor*r  Boa 
Mr.  Omar  Also 
Mr.  fe  Mn  TBddC.  Harry 
Mn  Aimk  Lsr  tiurWE 
Mr.  John  Arnold  Sr. 
SnoaouBC 


Mr.  Tod  Buckley 
KanHathcockCaDabau 
Mn.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mr.  Mehard  Aldan  CaBsway 
Mr.  fe  Mn  AMn  D  Davis 
KayCarrawav 
Concord  BC 
Janet  and  Don  Osve 
Ms.  Jill  B.  Riddell 
MnEBenROatanofl 
Mr.  kMn  Covert  Henry 

Mr.  Chris  Basil  Cobb 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Hannan  L  Durban 
Mr.  Army  Cochran 
Lacadak  HS  Oaaa  <i  I9SS 
Mr  Jasaea  Donald  Cooper 
Mn  Mary  Jane  Brain 
Mr.  Krosaeth  Courtney 
Mr.  ft  Mn  B3  Hatha* 

Ruth  Oawkord 
Ms  Prance*  C  Wllnnon 
Mn  Atm  Davis 
Mr  feMn  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Mr.  Harold  Dear. 

Mr.  fe  Mn  Dsotel  A.  tenth 
VinpmaDoR 

Mr.  fe  Mn  Aaaay  W.  Weft* 
AlaaHDaaao 
MT  ft  Mn  Ciri  E  Howard 
Mr.  EartOay  KAnrrh 
Mr.  feMn  Unary  Ttmey 


Mr.  fe  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Joe  L  Jackson 
Mrs.  Joe  L  Jackson 
Mr.  Jasnra  Johnson 
Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Silly  Muoftoki 
Mr.  Todd  Cn* 

Mr.  fe  Mn  Reece  Dough*.  Jr. 
Starkey  Lot 
Stanton  BC 
Gienoa  Paye  LoaKamp 
Ms.  teyeW.  Richardson 
Sybil  Lon 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Carl  E  Howard 
Truman  Manning 

Mr.  feMn  Gene  Cray  and  Giria 
Mr  ft  Mm  Mkbad  W.  Betts 
Mn  Mary  Wolf  Mates 
Ms.  Jill  B  Riddell 
Dr.  Connie  McCae 
BiBft  LeaheAahkrrd 
Mrs.  Jody  McCofium 
Ms.  Courtney  McCollum 
Kataaboulas 

Mn  Beverly  WaldrupMrCool 
Ms.  Jill  B.  Riddell 


Mode*  of  Tins  G.  Roberts 
Ms  Tan  G.  Roberts 
VngimaTohver 

Mn  Carolyn  Totem,  Roome 
ft  David  t 


Mr.  ft  Mn  Mike  Waters 
Mn  ImareRC  Vance 

Mr.  ftMn  David  Anderac* 

J.W.  Roland  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mix.  E.C.  Parson* 
Ms.  Leake  Wamn 


Mr  Jr  Mn.  Jeaae  R  Johnecn 
Todd  Weathers 
Mr.  ft  Mn  R  N.  Humphreys 
Vkpe  Welch 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  W.  Welch 
Mrs  Carolyn  Wheat 
Mr  .  ft  Mn  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Pearl  WBoy 
Ms  EBen  W.  White 

Mn  Pe*gy  Wilaoo 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Robert  Afcsander 
Gtvnda  Woodrufl 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Tony  Futeo 


BiB  ft  Leake  Aafafcsri 
Ethel  R  McKinley 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ptffip  Ponanhetiy 
Mn  Maipe  McPhail 
Mn  Pe**y  McLean 
Mn  Letmna  MkkEetoo 
Ms.  Maafaaet  Neiaon 
Mrs  Lots  R  MitehrU 
Mr.  ft  Mn  James  Sanders 
Mr.  Stephen  Mitchell 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
MUdml  Mod 
J  O  Y  Clan  Neshoba  BC 
Mr.  AKied  Parker 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Harold  Ward 
J.V.  ft  Mary  R.  Parker 

Mr.  fc  Mn  Mkhart  W.  Parker 
lobby  ft  Brtty  Joe  raopte 
Ms  Jill  B.  Rkddeli 


FREE  VACATION  BIBLE 
SCHOOL  NAME  TAGS 

Free  Vocation  Bible  School  name  togs  ore 
available  horn  The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 
There  are  two  themes.  Ote  to  compliment  the 
LifewOy  theme  and  one  generic  design  to 
work  with  any  curriculum  There  ore  also 
opportunities  for  BCV  speakers  lo  come  to 
your  church  and  for  VBS  mission  projects. 


Mr  ft  Mn  Charles  S 
Mr.  Mike  Prtaky 


Mr.ftMnRN.  Humphreys 


Dr.  ft  Mrs  Harold  Ward 

LAe  Mae  Barlow 
Mr.  ftMn  WayneTlBrnM 


,  Mr  ft  Mn  Pfadhp  Pcrtrnbem 
Mr.  Ralph  FWabe* 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Jkn  Pilgrim 
StrBa  Puller 
The  Ehrhardt  Family 
Mvnice  Pulton 
Mr.  ftMn  John  Hrormgion 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Larry  R  Pukuo 
Mr.  ftMn  Tote  Pulton 
Ada  Prances  Hal*  ml 
Party  ft  Beth  Sulroder 
Mn.  NvhnaHall 
Mr.  ftMn  Tommy  Pimai 
Mr.  B01  Haaaiteo 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ron  D.  Ctaddor* 
Mn  Amy  irate  Henry 
Mr.  ft  Mn  (knurr  ifenay 

Mr.  W.  d.  t  erring 
he*  Hart* 

Mr.  W.  B.  Herring 
Mn  ten  Hitman 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jbnmy  Jenkins 
Mis  Ines  Hints 
Mr  ftMn  Amny Jenkins 
Werxkr  Ckampaon  Hood 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Terry  R  Oiampkrn 

a  a-  aa - »«  ■  » 

wrv  non  mPMi 
Mr  ft  Mn  Anttmty  Baa 
Virginia  Hum  r,  .  , 

Mr.  ftMn  John  Han  iggnm 
Mr.  ftMn  Larry  Lftkoo 


Mr  .  ft  Mn  Robert  Aletander 
Mn  Vera  Redwine 
Mrs  Jeaair  R  Wright 
Mr.  Ptank  Rhea 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Nail  H .  Sfanmona 
Mr.  Pete  Riarr 
Mr.  ft  Mn  ttmry  Toatey 


Mr.  fe  Mn  Gate  Bat 
Ms.  June  R  Lofton 
Mr.  Bob  Rohaoeun 


George  Ptendaa  Araeima  3r. 

MnVMan&JaoUua 
NeB  Shelby 

Mr. feMn  BiByG.  Hartingi 
Ms  Kathleen  Shekoe 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  D  maid  Shehon 
Mn  Baa  uly  Sntgh 
Mr.  ft  Mn  DavtdAnderooo 
Pat  tenth 

Tudd  ft  Ttacy  Harry 


Mr. ftMn  BiByG.  Haatsict 
Ms  Lyda  Tavroner 
Mr  ft  Mn  Iterd  Ray  Adams 


IQ  ft  Late  Ashford 


YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  JOIN 
-  THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 
AS  WE  CELEBRATE 
THE  35  ANNIVERSARY  Of  THE 

ni  v \  \ s //  <  win  s 

90  SELLERS  STREET  |  WIGGINS.  MISSISSIPPI 
SUNDAY.  JUNE  11,  2017 
2:00  TO  3:30  P.M 

f|  , 

'Fil 


Mr.  ft  Mn  Jody  Cite 

Peikia  fhakvatetk 


Mr  feMn  Jim  F 


^Sunday  Sghood 


wpqr  June  4,  2017 


The  Path  •  Psalm  1:1-6 

The  CeriterPeace  J  scripture  is  God,  Au¬ 
thor  of  every  word  of  The  Word.  Put  vour 
thumbs  into  the  very  middle  of  your  Eng¬ 
lish  Bible  and  open  its  pages.  The  center 
book  of  scripture  is  Psalms.  Who  doesn’t 
teethe  Psalms?  It  is  a  book  of  worship  and 
wisdom  and  wonder.  It  is  a  book  of  forgiv- 
fogs  and  thanksgivings  and  laments.  It  is 
fifled  with  majestic  hymns  of  praise  to  our 
amazing  God  and  humble  prayers  of  plain 
old  persons  who  can’t  live  without  Him.  It 
celebrates  the  reigns  of  earthly  kings  while 
reserving  honor  to  The  King  of  Kings.  In¬ 
side,  outside,  upside  down  or  sideways... 
there’s  a  Psalm  for  you! 

Psalms  is  separated  into  five  divisions 
called  “books'  which  bring  to  mind  the  To¬ 
rah  (The  Law)  or  the  first  five  books  of  the 
Bible.  Each  afthese  five  "books"  ends  with 
a  verse  containing  a  doxology  of  praise  as 
you  can  see  in  the  last  verses  of  Psalm  41, 

72,89, 106  and  150.  King  I>avid,  the  Sweet 
Sneer  of  Israel,  was  not  the  only  writer. 

Goa  chose  many  “Psalmists"  to  pen  these 
precious  works.  The  Okl  Testament  was 
categorized  into  three  main  sections:  The 
Law,  The  Prophets,  The  Writings.  Psalms 
war  part  of  The  Writings.  A  reasonable 
definition  of  the  word  “Psalms'  contains 
the  Idea  of  presenting  praises  to  (kg!  while 
plucking  a  stringed  instrument  with  the 


My  guitar-playing  1  oul  and  my 

"^VV^begm  Sumoi^  31 1)131  t*’ou^lL 
One.  This  has  been  called  the  “gateway” 

Psalm  which  opens  and  swings  widely  ,  re¬ 
vealing  the  path  of  the  journey  of  abundant, 
eternal  tts  Never  forget  this  truth:  where 
your  fist  take  you,  there  you  are,  face  to 
face  with  the  consequences  of  the  steps 
you  choc.-. 

Psalm  One  ■ 
beans  with 

S*  “perish"  Explore  the 

and  between  S,_, 

those  two  w  ir/i  Becky  Brown 

words  lies  the 
journey  and 
the  choice. 

Robert 

Frost  described  “two  roads"  and  finally 
chose  the  one  less  traveled.  Moses,  in  some 
of  his  famous  last  words  recorded  in  Deu¬ 
teronomy-  30,  gave  the  children  of  Israel  the 
choice  of  life  and  death,  blessing  and  curse. 

Two  chapters  later,  Moses  wrote  the  first 
Rock  song.  He  also  wrote  Psalm  90.  In  Jer¬ 
emiah  17:7-8  we  read  the  choice  of  the  na¬ 
tion  of  Judah  to  be  a  scrubby  bush  in  a  dry- 
desert  or  a  fruit -yielding  tree  planted  by  the 


water.  In  His  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  Mat¬ 
thew  7,  Jesus  describes  the  narrow  gate  of 
healthy  fellowship  versus  the  wide  road  of 
destructive  waywardness.  The  Psalm  writ¬ 
ers  are  in  good  company  with  this  theme 
that  runs  throughout  scripture:  in  this 
journey,  there  is  a  right  path  and  a  wrong 
path  and  we  must  make  a  choice. 

In  six  concise,  powerful  verses,  the 
writer  of 


Psalm  One 
presents 
readers  with 
one  ques¬ 
tion:  Do  you 
want  to  be  a 
heavyweight 
who  lives  a 
life  that  gives 
glory  to  God 
or  a  light¬ 
weight  who  lives  a  life  that  brings  glory  to 
yourself?  The  first  three  verses  describe 
the  heavyweight.  The  last  three  verses 
describe  the  lightweight. 

Heavyweight  versus  Lightweight: 
Righteousness  versus  Wickedness.  Life 
versus  Death.  Delight  in  Meditation  ver¬ 
sus  Disdain  for  the  Destination.  Healthy 
frufr-bearing  trees  with  deep  roots  that 
are ;  ’anted  to  stay  versus  Chaff  (the  emp¬ 


ty  husk  which  covers  wheat  grain)  that 
with  a  “poor  is  easily  blown  away.  Even 
Robert  would  not  be  Frost-y  on  this  deci¬ 
sion.  High  road  versus  low  ror.d.  Just  ask 
Jesus  for  directions  with  His  GPS:  God’s 
Positioning  System. 

■  The  Heavyweight  will  not  walk  along 
with  the  wicked  or  slow  down  long 
enough  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  sinners 
and  would  never  choose  to  take  his  seat 
in  a  spot  where  scoffers  would  mock  his 
Great  and  Mighty  God.  He  finds  his  de¬ 
light  in  the  word  and  Ways  of  the  Lord. 
He  spends  his  time  in  meditation  on 
those  truths.  To  “meditate"  means  to 
mumble  in  wonder  and  amazement,  to 
spend  enough  time  to  growl  and  gnaw 
and  chew  the  delicious  bone  of  truth  all 
the  way  to  the  sweet  marrow  in  the  cen¬ 
ter.  How’s  your  meditation  time.. .Bow 
Wow  or  Whine  Whine? 

The  definition  of  your  “walk"  has  little 
to  do  with  the  footprints  you  leave  and 
everything  to  do  with  Whose  footprints 
you  follow.  Your  “walk"  is  your  character, 
vour  w  ay  of  life  and  the  choices  you  make 
at  the  fork  in  the  road.  Follow  the  nail- 
scarred  footprints  on  the  CROSSroad. 

Broum  is  staff  evangelist,  First 
Church,  Richland. 


Love  Like  Christ  •  John  15:9-17 


My  wife  and  I  will  soon  be  celebrating 
qut  twenty-second  anniversary.  Time  has 
flown!  Lite  most  couples  starting  out,  we 
had  voy  little  outside  of  a  nervous  love  for 
each  other  to  get  us  started.  That  love  has 
grown  denier  through  years  and  tears.  It  is 
dial  love  that  has  revealed  why  Jesus  com¬ 
pered  His  relationship  with  His  church  as  a 
husband  to  his  biride.  Phis  human  relation¬ 
ship  is  the  closest  that  we  will  ever  come 
to  experiencing  God's  love  while  on  earth. 
What  other  relationship  is  as  intimate  as 
the  one  between  you  and  your  spouse? 

With  that  picture  in  mind,  we  find  in 
John  is  that  we  are  to  love  as  Christ  loved 
(12).  Over  twenty  years  have  taught  me 
much  in  the  ways  of  marital  love.  Diving 
my  loved  ones  is  easy,  yet  the  words  of  Je¬ 
sus  are  for  me  to  love  all  people  just  as  He 
has  loved  them.  That  is  a  tali  order.  I  am  all 
too  human,  full  of  faults  and  examples  of 
not  being  very  loving  towards  others.  Left 
to  myself,  loving  ethers  as  Jesus  loved  them 
would  be  nearly  hnpossibk'  Howcanlbest 
express  the  love  of  Jesus  towards  others? 

Remain  right  where  I  am 

As  a  child  I  prayed  to  receive  Christ  as 
my  Savior.  His  unending  love  is  as  real  to¬ 
day  as  it  was  then.  The  love  that  Christ  has 


for  me  has  never  been  amended.  Verse  9 
reads  that  Jesus  loves  us  just  as  His  Father 
has  loved  Him.  Wrap  your  mind  around 
that  thought:  a  perfect  love  between  our 
perfect.  aD-knina  all-knowing  God  and 
His  perfect  Son.  Tnat  is  what  we  have  been 
brought  to.  This  love  is  not  fleeting  or  de¬ 
pendent  upon  my  performance.  This  is  a 
love  unlike  anything  we  know. 

We  are  tola  to  abide  in  that  love  (9).  The 
word  abide 


sons.  What  a  thrill  it  has  been  to  watch 
them  grow  in  the  same  faith  their  grand¬ 
parents  passed  on  to  their  mother  and  1. 
Part  of  their  growth  has  been  instructing 
them  in  the  fine  art  of  missions.  Our  list  of 
family  mission  trips  grows  every  year  and 
with  that  our  hope  is  that  they  see  that 
loving  other  people  is  never  a  choice,  it 
is  a  command.  The  words  of  15:12  mates 
this  command  clear.  Weare  to  love  others 
iust  as  Jesus 
has  loved  us. 
.Again,  this 
perfect  love 

Bible  Studies  for  Life  .  |  I  through  Je- 

th  Clay  Anthony  f  being  spread 

to  all  we  en¬ 
counter. 

How  is 
this  love  for 

others  supposed  to  lie  lived  out?  .Ask 
yourself  just  how  Jesus  has  loved  you? 
‘What  lias  Jesus  done  for  you?  Answer 
those  questions  and  then  pass  that  same 
love  to  those  around  you.  Give  all  that 
you  have  in  order  for  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  to  be  spread.  That  youth  trip  that 
needs  sponsors?  Those  shoeboxes  at 


at  its  heart 
means  to  re¬ 
main,  to  stay- 
put.  Jesus 
ts  dear:  the 
love  that  we 
first  experi¬ 
enced  in  sal¬ 
vation  is  still 
present  in 
oar  lives  and 

from  it  we  are  not  to  depart.  To  make  the 
point  dear,  Jesus  uses  the  word  abide  no 
less  than  six  times  in  15:1-11.  Stay  put  in  da¬ 
tes;  that  first  recused  you  and  saved  you 
from  your  sins. 


Give  all  that  I  have 

A  byproduct  of  my  Gr  ally  marriage  is  our 


Christmas?  That  panhandler  in  the  park¬ 
ing  lot?  No  action  that  shares  the  love  of 
Jesus  is  too  small.  , 

Prove  I  am  whose  1  claim  to  be 

If  1  claim  to  love  my  family, -then  there 
roust  bo  some  tangible  proof  that  I  do 
wnat  I  say.  Same  can  be  said  of  my  love 
for  Jesus.  True,  you  and  I  have  a  grace 
based  faith.  We  do  not  have  to  work  and 
earn  any  amount  of  our  salvation.  We 
work  simply  out  of  obedience  and  we  are 
commanded  to  obey  the  words  of  Jesus 
(14)  in  loving  others.  This  is  how  we  are 
known  to  he  follo  wers  of  Jesus:  by  obey  ¬ 
ing  (John  13:35)- 

The  proof  that  we  are  asked  to  give 
is  simple  loving  other  people.  Verse  lb 
states  that  we  are  expected  to  bear  fmit. 
This  fruit  is  loving  others  like  Jesus  That 
is  the  proof  that  shows  the  world  who  it 
is  that  we  belong  to.  No.  our  proof  is  not 
something  we  have  to  work  at  and  earn 
Christians  do  not  do  what  we  do  in  order 
to  go  to  heaven.  We  do  what  w  e  do  out  of 
response  that  we  are  going  to  heaven* 

Anthony  is  director  of  the  Colluhora- 
tive  Missionary  Network,  Oxford/  Holly 
Springs. 


EGYPT 

com.  from  p.  1 

No  terrorist  group  has 
claimed  responsibility  for  this 

latest  assault. 

The  bus  attack  occurred  less 
than  two  months  after  bomh- 
1  claimed  by  the  Islamic  State 
onst  group  targeted  Coptic 
Christians  on  Palm  Sunday,  and 
nearly  six  months  after  the  main 
Coptic  cathedral  in  Cairo  was 
bombed  in  an  attack  also  claimed 
by  the  Islamic  . State 


In  all,  terror  attacks  against 
Coptic  Christians  since  December 
have  claimed  more  than  100  lives 
in  Egypt.  Coptic  behevers.  who 
trace  their  origins  to  the  Gospel 
writer  Mark  in  the  middle  of  the 
first  century,  comprise  roughly 
10%  of  Egypt’s  population. 

Edeas.  professor  of  theology 
and  Islamic  studies  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary  ,  told  Baptist  Press 
the  latest  attack  likely  was  carried 
out  by  a  group  of  Islamists  who 
want  to  establish  an  Islamic  re¬ 
public  in  Egypt  and  create  chaos 
for  the  government. 


"A  minority  in  Islam  is  trying 
to  polarize  the  situation,"  Edens 
said  “They  ’re  trying  to  puli  dis¬ 
satisfied  Muslims  to  their  side. 
They’re  trying  to  overthrow  the 
government.  They  are  trying  to 
minimize  non-jihadist  Muslims’ 
influence.,  in  the  culture." 

Islamic  terrorists  in  Egypt  are 
“constantly  dissatisfied"  because 
the  government  has  “compro¬ 
mised’'  by  not  living  '•''cording 
to  pure  Sharia  law  and  instead 
has  adopted  “modem  technoloyv 
and  modem  banking  and  modert 
commerce,' Edens  said. 


1  le  a<kk-d  that  such  dissatisfac¬ 
tions  lielp  motivate  terrorism 
( "hristians  in  Egypt  arc  “soft  tar 
gets”  for  dissatisfied  terrorists,  he 
said,  because  many  live  in  remote 
regious  like  the  site  of  the  May  zb 
attack  where  it  is  difficult  for  the 
government  to  proviik  security 
Christians  around  the  world 
must  respond  to  Islamic  terror 
ism,  Edens  said,  by  praying  for 
both  the  perpetrators  and  the  sur 
viving  victims.  Christians  in  Egypt 
need  prayer  for  divine  empower 
ment  to  witness  and  comfort  from 
the  Holy  Spirit,  he  pointed  out. 


An  article  try-  Edens  posted  < m 
the  IMH  m-hsltc  May  22  called 
Christians  to  tens  their  prayers 
on  the  salvation  of  Muslims  dur¬ 
ing  the  least  of  Ramadan,  which 
occurs  May  zb-Junc  24  tills  veJir 
Yet  “we  cannot  simply  and  only 
pray,"  Edens  said.  “We  have  to  give 
[h  >  missions  j  and  we  have  to  be  in¬ 
volved.  There  ;ire  Muslims  in  every 
metropolitan  area  of  the  United 
States.  Ihere  ate  Copts  in  mi*#  of 
those  cities,  and  we  can  ap|Jy  our 
prayers  directly  to  our  neighbors. 
We  need  to  reach  -Hit  with  kwe, 
compassion  and  Gcupel  fervor  " 
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A'beby/cMd  dedorion  mbs  hold  on  Mother  s  Da/.  20T7.  Pastor  Will  McNeese  and  Jim  Futral.  executive  director- 
at  ETHEL  CHURCH.  ATTALA.  Those  parDapetmg  (k)  treasurer.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  wetch 
are  Ralph  Hurt,  Luke  Nai  holding  Aden  Thomas  NatL  Nikki  as  Grover  Lawson  and  Otis  Jenkins  burn  the  note 
Mai  hokkna  Ksef  Grace  Nail  and  standing  in  front,  Alana  Re-  for  the  new  Family  Life  Center  at  PEACH  CREEK 
nee  Nail  Also,  8eeu  and  Jamie  Varner,  holding  John  Aden  CHURCH,  PANOLA  ASSOCIATION.  The  build- 
VSmer  and  standing  in  front.  Addison  Craft  Varner  mg  was  completed  in  2013  and  paid  off  early. 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN,  honored 

house  mothers  of  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  Dick¬ 
erson  Place:  Helen  Anderson.  Brenda  Schexnayder. 
and  Patsy  Gilmore  (not  shown):  Ida  Mae  Lofton  (oldest 
mother)  and  Holly  Francis  (mother  with  most  children 
present)  Jay  Anderson,  pastor 


DOCK  HILL  CHURCH.  DUCK  HILL,  held  a  baby  dedication  May  Vt 
with  six  babies  being  dedicated  to  the  Lord  Tim  Buchenan.  pastor 


Grove  Church. 
Brandon,  is  hosting 
the  Down  East  Boys 
and  Jason  Runnels 
in  concert  June  3,  6 
p.m.  Love  offering. 


Members  ot  GILLSBURG  CHURCH.  GILLSBURG,  took  a  day  tnp  to  tour 
Sanford  Antiques  in  Cofhns  aixl  eat  lunch  at  Shady  Acres  village  in  Seminary 


